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CORONAVIRUS 


Spain and 
France 
clamp down; 
Trump gets 
virus test 


BY JOSEPH WILSON 
AND GEIR MOULSON 


Associated Press 


BARCELONA, SPAIN 

France ordered the closing 
of just about everything the 
rest of the world loves about it 
- the Eiffel Tower, the 
Louvre, the cafes, restaurants 
and cinema - and Spain drew 
up plans Saturday to lock 
down its 46 million citizens as 
governments took increasing- 
ly desperate measures to put 
more space between people 
and contain the coronavirus. 

More borders snapped shut 
around the globe: President 
Donald Trump announced 
that the U.S., which days ago 
barred travelers from much of 
Europe, will extend the ban to 
Britain and Ireland, where 
cases are on the rise. The 
president also disclosed that 
he had been tested for the 
virus; the results were not 
immediately released. 

Trump had held out on 
testing for days - concerned 
that it would make him ap- 
pear weak - despite his inter- 
actions with at least three 
people who have since tested 
positive for COVID-19. 
Trump had said Friday that 
he would “most likely” sub- 
mit to testing “fairly soon,” 
but the White House doctor 
said in a memo released 
shortly before midnight that 
no test was called for, despite 
the contact, because he 
wasn’t exhibiting symptoms 
like a fever or cough. 

The president said he’d 
gone ahead with it anyway 
after repeated questions from 
reporters at a news confer- 
ence Friday and would have 
the results in “a day or two 
days, whatever it is.” Vice 
President Mike Pence, speak- 
ing at the same briefing, said 
he and his wife, Karen Pence, 
would also “be more than 
happy to be tested,” despite 
the doctors’ guidance, and 
would be contacting White 
House medical staff to ar- 
range it. 

On Saturday, the White 
House announced that it is 
now conducting temperature 
checks on anyone who is in 
close contact with Trump and 
Pence, including reporters 
who attended the Saturday 
White House briefing. To that 
end, a representative from the 
White House physician’s 
office took the temperature of 
members of the media at the 
briefing, going around and 
putting the device to their 
heads. One reporter with a 
suspected elevated temper- 
ature was not allowed in. 

China, meanwhile, where 
the scourge first appeared late 
last year, continued to relax 
its drastic restrictions, il- 
lustrating the way the center 
of gravity in the crisis has 
shifted westward toward 
Europe. The virus has in- 
fected more than 150,000 
people worldwide and killed 
over 5,600. 

According to a draft gov- 
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While it’s true that Missouri law gives state and local health directors the power “to isolate a patient who poses a threat from an infectious 
disease to the public safety,’ said Randall Williams, director of the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, “that kind of 


heavy-handed thing” is a last resort. 


In virus fight, states 
hold ‘awesome’ 
powers to isolate you 


BY JONATHAN SHORMAN 
AND LISA GUTIERREZ 
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TOPEKA 
Kansas and Missouri hold 
sweeping, authoritarian-like 
powers to separate from their 
friends, families and communi- 
ties anyone who has coronavirus 
or has been exposed to it. 
Health officials can order you 
to stay in your home or keep you 
in a secluded location. Neigh- 
borhoods and even entire cities 
can be locked down. You can be 
prosecuted for non-compliance. 
Neither state has invoked 
these broad powers so far. But 
measures that just a few weeks 
ago seemed to be the stuff of 
dystopian novels and movies are 
becoming reality in the United 
States and around the world. 
New York state has establish- 
ed a “containment zone” 
around the New York City sub- 
urb of New Rochelle. Italy, a 
country of 60 million people, 
has been brought to a standstill. 
As COVID-19 spreads around 
the United States, Kansas and 


BONUS CONTENT 


4 TAKING CARE DURING 
THE CORONAVIRUS 
OUTBREAK 


For up-to-date news and 
cancellations, visit 
kansascity.com. For information 
on what you need to know to take 
care of yourself and others during 
this pandemic, including what it’s 
like to have coronavirus and what 
you need if you are quarantined, 
go to the Coronavirus section of 
your eEdition, available behind 
the local sections, at 


atexwetsH NYT kansascity.com/eedition. 


Missouri officials are imple- 
menting increasingly tough 
restrictions. Kansas City Mayor 
Quinton Lucas has barred 
gatherings of more than 1,000 
and Friday Sedgwick County 
banned groups of more than 


250. Governors of Kansas and 
Missouri have declared states of 
emergency, giving them ex- 
panded legal and budgetary 
authority. 

All of it raises the possibility 
that as the virus spreads as ex- 


perts project — potentially in- 
fecting millions and killing thou- 
sands nationally — authorities 
will resort to even more aggres- 
sive measures available under 
seldom invoked laws. These 
include steps that will challenge 
fundamental American notions 
of personal freedom and civil 
liberty. 

“The public health emergency 
powers are astonishingly 
broad,” said Wendy Parmet, a 
professor at Northeastern Uni- 
versity School of Law in Boston, 
who specializes in public health 
law. 

“The word I tend to use is 
they’re awesome, in that more 
primeval sense of the word.” 

Because quarantine and isola- 
tion is so rarely used, modern 
courts have had relatively few 
chances to assess whether these 
laws strike the right balance 
between public protection and 
civil liberties. 

“We are deep into uncharted 
territory. We’re not at the edge 
of it,” said Parmet. 


MANDATORY TREATMENT 
POSSIBLE 

Some of these laws predate 
the modern era. Others are the 
legacy of 9/11 as officials scram- 
bled to prepare for new bioter- 
ror threats. A 2005 Kansas law 
enshrined specific quarantine 
and isolation powers but also 
guaranteed due process protec- 
tions. 

Emergency public health 
powers in both states run along 
similar lines. Kansas and Mis- 
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Amid FBI inquiry, same players 
surface in new city energy bid 
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Two individuals involved in 
controversial energy projects in 
Independence that have drawn 
FBI scrutiny submitted a formal 
proposal to help repurpose a 
separate, soon-to-be shuttered 
city power plant. 

A collection of businesses led 


by Titan Fish Partners LLC has 
a proposal with a budget of 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
to repurpose the Blue Valley 
Municipal Power Generating 


Plant in northeast Independence 


into a biofuels production facil- 
ity “to provide alternative fuels 
for the future.” 

The city has only just begun 
examining repurposing options 
for the power plant. But the 


nature of the proposal and those 


involved in it has drawn ex- 


asperation from two Independ- 
ence City Council members. 

“T would not even consider a 
bid from them,” said Council- 
man Scott Roberson. “Not even 
consider it.” 

One team member listed in 
the proposal told The Star he 
knew “little to nothing” about 
the project and had no agree- 
ment with Titan Fish. 

Numerous businesses and 
individuals are involved in the 
proposal, including Kansas in- 


vestor Joe Campbell and Steve 
Tilley, a statehouse lobbyist and 
former Missouri House speaker 
who is a longtime friend and 
adviser to Gov. Mike Parson. 

According to people who were 
interviewed by the FBI over the 
last few months, Tilley has been 
a central figure in questions 
focused on a pair of question- 
able utility contracts in Inde- 
pendence and the rollout of 
Missouri’s fledgling medical 
marijuana program. 

In Independence, three city 
council members say they were 
interviewed by the FBI late last 
year about the utility contracts, 
including one contract that was 
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